AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1. (currently amended) Method A method for electrically 
discharging a printing material {3) to which toner has been applied, in 
particular for an electrophotographic printing machine, charact e riz e d in that 
tho printing material <T) is discharged oloctrically in certain areas the printing 
material having toner areas displaying higher toner densities than in other 
areas of the printing material displaying lower toner densities, an electrical 
discharge energy being provided by a discharge device and being adjusted as a 
function of the toner density to be applied on respectively individual strips of a 
series of strips dividing the printing material on the upper side and /or the 
underside of said printing material, one strip corresponding approximately to 
the width of the discharge device and extending from one longitudinal side to 
the opposite longitudinal side of the printing material . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended) M e thod The method according to 
on e of th e previous claims claim 1 , characterized in that wherein the printing 
material {3) is electrically discharged by a the discharge device {4£) in a 
direction transverse to the transport direction of the printing material-^. 

5. (currently amended) Method The method according to efte 
of tho previous claims claim L characterized in that wherein the toner 
discharge device (4£) electrically discharges t he ton e r areas ( 4 , 6, 8, 10, 60) 
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displaying high toner densities and the areas of the printing material {2} 
displaying low toner den s ity densities by means of individually energizable 
discharge areas extending substantially across the entire length of the 
discharge deviceHW l each dischargeable area of the printing material having 
a pproximately the size of said individual energizable discharge area . 

6. (currently amended) Discharg e A discharge device (+0) for 
a printing machine, in particular for an electrophotographic printing machine, 
for electrically discharging a printing material-fS^ to which toner has been 
applie d on toner areas displaying higher toner densities than in other areas of 
the printing material displaying lower toner densities , characteriz e d by the 
discharge device comprising a control device {4£) for electrically discharging 
certain proas of th e printing mat e rial 1 - 5 4 individual strips of a series of strips 
dividing the printing material, the width of the discharge device corresponding 
approximately to one individual strip of said series of strips dividing the 
printing material, and the discharge device extending at least across the width 
of the printing material . 

7. (currently amended) Discharge The discharge device fj-Q4 
for a printing machine in accordanc e with Claim - 5 according to claim 6, 
characterized bv wherein said discharge device is divided into a number of 
discharge areas individually energizable discharg e ar e as (11) bv the control 
device, said individual discharge areas extending substantially across the 
entire length of eft the discharge device^©). 

8. (currently amended) Discharg e The discharge device f-W 
for a printing machine in accordance with Claim 5 or 6 according to claim 6 , 
characteriz e d in that th e wherein said discharge device (W) comprises a 
discharge unit for electrically discharging the printing material (2) with AC 
voltage and DC voltage. 



